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ight Honou- 
. Lord Vicount Say 


nz. The Biſhop of 


(2) 
were in their firſt adyancement over the presbyters ( which 
althoughit were buta hamane device for the Remedic of 
Sciſme, yet were they in thoſe times leaſt offenſive) or con» 
tinue Rill with the addition of ſuch things, as their owne 
ambition, and the ignorance and (upertiition of ſucceeding 
times did adde thereunto, and which are now continued for 
ſeverall politicke ends. Things heterogencall and incon» 
ſiſtent with their calling and fanRion as they ar: miniſters 
of the Goſpe!), and thereupon ſuch, a ever have beene,and 
ever will be, burtfull ro themſelves, and make them hurtfull 
to others, in the times and places where they are conti» 
nued, Andthefe things alone this bill takes away, that is 
their offices and places in Courts of Tudicature, and their 
imp'oyments by Obligation o' office in civill affaires ; I 
ſhall inſiſt upon this, and ſhew firſt how theſe things hure 
themſelves and lecondly,how they have made,and ever will 
make them hurtfull to others ; They themſelves arc hurt 
thereby in their conſciences, and in their credits ; In their 
conſciences, by (ecking or adniitting things which are in - 
conſiftent with that fun&ion and office which God hath 
ſet them apart unto» They are ſeparated unto a ſpeciall 
worke, and men mult take heed how they mif-1mploy 
things dedicated and (ct apart to the ſeryice of God z They 
are called tc- preach the Goſpzll, and ſer apart'to the worke 
of the miiniſtery, and the Apoſtle ſaith,who is ſfficient for 
theſe things, ſhewing thar this requireth /the whole man, 
andall is too little, therefore for them to ſeeke, or take 
other offices, which ſhall require and tyc them to imploy 
their time and tudies in the affaires of this world, will 
draw a guilt upon them, as being inconſiſtent with that 
wi hich God doth call them and'fet them: apart unto: In 
this reſpeR our Saviour hath expreſly prohibited it, telling 
his Apoſtles that they ſhould not Lord it over their Bre- 

thren, nor cxcrciſc Juriſdiction over them, as was vicd in 

civill goyernments among the Heathen 3 They were called 
gracious Lords, and cxcrciſed Jurifdifion as Lords over 
others 


| (3) 
othery, and ſure they might lawſully doe ſo ; bur to the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel] our Saviour gives this Rule, it 
ſhall not be ſo done by yau z If ye lirive for greatnefle, 
he ſhall be the greateſt that is the greateſt ſervant to the 
norm ren a another place he faith, He that putteth 
hishand to the Plow and Jooketh backe to the things of 
this world is not fir for:the kingdome of God, that is 
the preaching of the Goſpel], as it is uſually called, 
To be thus withdrawne by intangling themſelves with 
the affaires of this life, by the neceſliry and duty of an Of- 
fice received from men,trom th- diſcharge of that Office 
which God hath called them unto, brings a woe upon 
them; Woe unto me,faith the Apoltlezif I preach not the 
Goſpe),what doth he meane?IfI jireachnot once-a quar- 
ter,or once a yeare inthe Kings Chappell?No, he himſclfe 
mterpreteth it; Preach the Word,* e 1nſtant,in ſcaſon and 
out of ſgaſon,rebuke,cxhort,or infiruRt,with all long & #:- 
ring and dodArine: he that hath an office,muſt attend upon 
his office, eſpecially this of the miniſtery.The pratice of 
the Apoſtles isanſwerable to the direRion, and doctrine 
of our Saviour, There never was, nor will be, men of fo 
great abilities and gifts as they were induced withall, yet 
they thought it{o/inconfiſtent with their Callinge,to take 
places of Iudicature in civill matters,and ſecular affaires 
and imployments'\upon them, that they would not admit 
- of the care and diſtraction that a buſmeſle farre more a- 
grecable to their Callings, then theſe, would calt upon 
them,and they givethercaſon of it,in the fixthof the As, 
It is not reaſon that we ſhould Icavethe word of God and 
ſerve Tables, And againc, when they had appointedthem 
tochooſe men fit for that buſineſle, they inſtitute an office 
rather- for; taking care of the poore, then th'y by ir 
would be diftrated from the principall worke of their 
Calling, and then ſhew : how they. ought to unploy 
themſelues ; But we ( faid they.) will give. our ſelves 
continually to prayer, and to the minittry of the Word ; 
A} Did 
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Did the Apoſiles, men of extraordinary gifts, thinke- ir 
unrcaſonable for them to be hundred from giving theme 
{elves continually to preaching the Word and prayer, 
by taking care tor the tables of the pooie Widowes, 
aad can the Biſhops now thinke. it reaſonable or law, 
full for them ro contend for fitting at Councell Ta- 
bles to governe States, to turne States-men in ftcad of 
Church-men, to fit in the higheſt Courts of Iudica« 
ture, andto bee imployed in making lawes for civill 
politics and government? If they ſhall bee thought 
fit to fit. in luch places, and will undertake (uch imploy- 
ments, they mult not fit there as ignorant men, but muſt 
be knowing men in. buſineſſes of State, and underſtand 
the Rules and Lawes of government, and thereby both 
their time and ſtudics muſt 'be neceſlarily diverted 
from that which God hath called them unto; And this 
ſure is much more /unlawfull for-them to admit of, 
then that which the Apoſtles rejeRed-as a diſtraction 
unreaſonable for them to bee interrupted: by, The do- 
Arine of the Apoſtles is agrecabla to their praftice 
hercin, for Pazl when hee inſtrufteth Timothy for the = 
worke of the miniftery preficth thisargument from the 
example of a good ſouldier, no man that warrcth in- 
tangleth himſclfe with the affaires:of the world; So 
that I conclade,”That which by the commandement of 
our Saviour, by the practice and dofrine of the Apo- 
ſtles, and TI may adde by the Canons of. ancient Coun- 
cels, grounded thereupon , i8- prohibited to (the: Minu- 
ſters of the Goſpell, and ſhewed to be ſuch a'diſtraQion 
unto them from their Callings- and funftion, a& will 
bring a woc uponthem, and is' not reaſonable for them 
to admit of ; If they ſhall notwithſtanding -intangle 
themſelves withall, and enter into, it will - bring a 
guilt npon their foules, and hurt them in reſpeR of their 
conſciences. 


In thenext place it doth blemiſh them, and ſtrike 
| | them 
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them intheir credit, fo farre from truth-is that poſition 
which they defire- to poſſeſle the world withall, that un- 
leſſethey may have theſe outward trappings of world- 
ly pompe added to the miniftry', that Calling will 
grow into contempt, and bee deſpifed. The truth js, 
theſe things caſt contempt upon them in the eyes of 
men. They gaine them/cappe and courteſie, but they 
have caſt them out of the conſciences of men ; and 
the reaſon is this, every thing is eſteemed as it is eminent 
in its owne proper exccllencie; the eye in ſeeing, not in 
hearing ; the care in hearing; not in ſpeaking; The one 
would bee rather monſtrous then comely, the other js 
cver acceptable being proper; ſo is'it with 'them, their 
proper:cxecllency is ſpiritual}, the denyall of the world 
with the and rments , and imployments 
thereof, this they ſhould teach and praQtiſe, bur when 
they: contrary hereunto ſceke after'a worldly cxcel- 
lency like the great men of the world, and to' rule and 
dominerc as they doe ny our Sayiours pre- 
cept , Vos autens non. ſic, but it {hall not bee ſo amongſt 
you, in ſtead of honour and eſtceme, they have brought 
upen themſelves in the hearts of the people that ' con- 
tempt and odinws which they new lye'under, and that 
juſtly and neceſlarily, becauſe the world ſeeth that they 
preferre a worldly excellency, and runnie after it, and 
contend for it, before their owne, which being ſpiritual] 
is farre more excellent, and which being proper to the 
Miniftric is that alone which will put a value and c- 
ſteeme upon them that are of that Calling, As theſe 
things hurt themſelves in their conſciences afid credit, 
ſo have they, and, if they bee continued, till will make 
them hurtfull ro others; The reaſon 1s, becauſe they 
breake out of their owne orbe, and move irregularly, 
there is a curſe upon their leaving of their owne place. 
The heavenly bodies while they keepe within their 
owne ipheres give light and comfort to the world, 

But 
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But if they ſhould breake our, and fall from their regi- 
lar and proper roars would ſet. the world on 
fire ; {o have theſe done while they kept themſelves to 
the worke of their miniſtery alone,and gave themſelyes 
to prayer, and the miniſtry of the Word, according to 
the example of the Apoſtles, the world received the 
gue benefirs by them, they were the light, and .life 
thercof ; But when thcir ambition calt them downe like 
(tarres from heaven to.carth, and they did grow once to 
be advanced above their brethren, I doe appcale 'to all 
who have btene verſcd in the ancient Ecclefialticall fto- 
ries, or moderne Hiſtories, whether they have not beene 
the common incendiarics of the Chriſtian world, never 
ccaſing from contention one with another about the 
precedency of their Sees, and Churches, Excommunica- 
ting one another, drawing Princes to bee partics with 
them, and thereby caſting them into bloody warres, 
Their ambition, and intermedling with ſecular affaires 
and State bulineſſe, hath beenc the cauſe of ſhedding 
more Chriſtian blood then any thing.-elſc in the Chriſti- 
an world, and this no man can deny that 1s verſed in 
Hiſtory ; But we need not goc out of our owne King- 
dome for examples of their inſolency and cruclty; when 
they had a dependency upon the Pope, and any footing 
thereby out of the Land, there werenever any that-car- 
rycd themſelves with ſo much ſcorne and infolencie to. 
wards the Princes of this Kingdome, as they have done, 
Two of them the Biſhopthat laſt ſpake hath named, bur 
inſtances of many more may bee given whereof there 
would beemo end: Although the Pope bee caſt off, yer 
now there is another inconvenience no lefl: prejudiciall 
to the Kingdome by their (itting-in this Houſe , and that 
is, they have ſuch an abſolute dependency upon the King, 
that they lit not here as freemen. That which is requt- 
ſite to freedome, is to be void of hopes and feares ; Hee 
that can lay downe theſe is a free-man, and will be fo in 
this 
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ehis houſe ; But for the Biſhops as the caſe ſtands with 
them, .it is not — willy fide thoir hopey; 
' Bifhoprieks being MiW-in if and for 

cr fearesthey exmnot hy them downe , finee their pla- 
cey thd fenty in Pertiement tre- not- inveſted: in-them by 
blood, and-ſo hereditary, but by annexation of a Ratony 
to their” office, ahd- depending! upon that! office; (o- that 
they tay be deprived af theiroffies, and thereby vf'thehr 
map eh 2+plexſare;they doc/not fo much as (ir 
c dum bene fe yeſſerint, as the Judges now by your 
Lordſhips petitjonto the King have their places granted 
the, butzt will andpltcaſarc, and therefore asthey were 
al cxcclirded by £4w./the firſt/2s lotifs as hoe pleaſed, and 
Laywes made excluſo Clero, ſo may they be by any King 
at his pfeafarcir like mannery they malt needytherefore 
bee irr atr abfolace deneie/ upon the Crewne, and 
Oey a or their votes, which how -preju- 
ith & hath betrie;, arid will ' de; to this: howle I need 
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| FINCH fhchwel Lordſhips how: hurtfull'to 
thenf{clvos and others theſe things which the bull-would 
CONTENDS T'will onely anſwer forme Obje- 
Aiofie which have met withall and they) erave your pat= 
donfor trowlingyon fo long, 

*06jef#.7. Tt will be faid that they have beene very 

aejeſt: | | | 

2. That they are eftabMfhied by hw- 

3.” That it may be an«inffingement ro- the priviled- 
ges of the Houſe of Peeres, for the houſe off Commons 
to ſend up a Bill to take away'ſome of their members. 

Tothefe three objecHons the anſwer will be calc. 

"1. Tothe firſt, Antiqbity 'is no £90d plet, for that 
which'isby,cxperience'found'to be hart; the longer 
x hart'done hurt the more cauſe there 1s: now to re- 
move it, that it may dve no more; beſides other irregula- 
rjtics,afe'ag anticnt which HI thought fit - = 

a redref- 
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redrefſed,andthis-is not ſo antient, but that it may tru- 
ly. be fard, Now fair: fic! 'ab inet; _ 91 YO 

- 2+ Forvbeing eſtabliſhed; by \Law., the law-makers 
ve the ſame -power, - and the ſame charge, to altcr 
pf lawcs inconvenicnt, as to -make new: that are nc- 
CCUary.. ble” . 
- . 3-. For priviledge. of the Houſe, it can be no. breach 
of 'ir3 for'<ichet ctate/ nay propoſe. to other by. way 
of bill what they conceive-to'bee for publicke good, 
_ they have power -reſpeRively of accepting or rc- 


--: There are two,other Objections 1 which. ma ſeeme to 
have chore force; but they will receive ſatisfaRtoty an- 
wers. | | 1 C35 vY | 
\ The/one is; that if-they may remove Biſhops, they 
may aſwell next time remove Barons and Earles: for 
an{wer, . L217 27 02% 7.1179 017250 20 
- The Reaſofiis tor thefame, the one, fitting by an Ho- 
rour inveſted in their blood, and hereditary, which 
thoughir be in the King.to grant alone; yet being once 
granted hecannot takeaway ; the other fitting by. a, Ba» 
.rony- depending upon en Office which may bee taken a« 
.way, for if they be deprived of theiroffice they fit nor. . 
2. Their ſitting 1s not ſo effentiall, for Lawes have 
beene, and may be-made,they - being all excluded, bur it 
can neverbe ſhewed, that ever there were Lawes made 
by the King, and them,the-Lords and. Earles excluded. 
.Theorher obyeRion 18; this, that this Bill alters the 
foundation- of this houſe, and innovations which ſhake 
foundations are'dangerous. 
I anſwer firſt, that if there ſhould bee an error in the 
Foundation, when-it ſhallbefound, and the maſter buil- 
ders be met together, they may, nay, they.ought rather 
to amend it, then to ſuffer jt to runne on ſtill, to the pre- 
judiceand danger of the whole ſtruure. 
- .., 2» Secondly, I fay this 1s not fundamentall to this 
TITS | . Houſe, 
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Houſe, for it hath ſtood without them, and done all that 
appertaines to the power thereof without them, yea, 
being wholly excluded, and that which hath becne 
done for a time at the Kings pleaſure may be done with 
as little danger for pr, time, and when it ap- 
peares to be fit and lick good, not 


onely may,but ought to be done 
altogether by the fu- 
preme Power, 


FIN IS. 


